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“Getting ahead” is a common notion among Americans. There is
nothing wrong with ambition and hard work. In fact these are
commendable qualities. But we easily cross the line where getting ahead
becomes getting above others. Life is not about getting praise and
attention. It is not about a higher standard of living. It is about
faithfulness to the God who created us.

Welcome to worship today!
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live
on Zoom. In order to make things work smoothly please keep your
computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part. It may be
helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback. You are
welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.
Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.
That would also be a time to use the chat feature for side conversations.



i OPENING ¢

Greeting and Announcements

Opening Music

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who is present, who gives life,
who calls into existence the things that do not exist.

C: Amen.

P: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet
with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.
(During the 40 day season of Lent we pause 40 seconds for reflection)

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us.

We confess that we have turned away from you,
knowingly and unknowingly.

We have wandered from your resurrection life.
We have strayed from your love for all people.
Turn us back to you, O God.

Give us new hearts and right spirits,

that we may find what is pleasing to you

and dwell in your house forever. Amen.

P: Receive the good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit
in you, and you shall live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the
name of Jesus the Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s
grace for you.

C: Amen



Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us from all sin and
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised
to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

T WORD T

First Reading Numbers 15:37-41

3"The LORD said to Moses: *¥Speak to the Israelites, and tell them to
make fringes on the corners of their garments throughout their
generations and to put a blue cord on the fringe at each corner. *You
have the fringe so that, when you see it, you will remember all the
commandments of the LORD and do them, and not follow the lust of your
own heart and your own eyes. “°So you shall remember and do all my
commandments, and you shall be holy to your God. #I am

the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be
your God: | am the LORD your God.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 130

From the depths | call to you,
Lord, hear my cry.

Catch the sound of my voice

raised up, pleading

If you could record our sins,
Lord, who could survive?
But because you forgive

we stand in awe.

| trust in God’s word,

| trust in the Lord.

More than sentries for dawn
| watch for the Lord.



More than sentries for dawn
let Israel watch.

The Lord will bring mercy
And grant full pardon.

The Lord will free Israel
from all its sins.

Second Reading Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, “so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. SFor
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the
things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. "For this reason the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it
cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. °But you are
not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him.

0Byt if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the
Spirit is life because of righteousness. *If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in
you.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 23:1-12

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, *‘The scribes and the
Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; 3therefore, do whatever they teach you and
follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they
teach. “They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the
shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to
move them. 5They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make
their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. 6They love to have the
place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, “and to
be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them




rabbi. 8But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and
you are all students. °And call no one your father on earth, for you have
one Father—the one in heaven. *°Nor are you to be called instructors, for
you have one instructor, the Messiah. ' The greatest among you will be
your servant. 2All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who
humble themselves will be exalted.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
A: We confess our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



i PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

T ENDING r

Blessing
P: Now is the acceptable time.

Now is the day of salvation.

Holy God,

speaking, spoken, and inspiring,
bless you, unbind you,

and send you in love and in peace.
C: Amen.



Closing Music

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2020 copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress.
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