
 

 

2nd Sunday of Lent 
March 18, 2020  10:30 Service of the Word 

 

God loves everyone and wants everyone to know the joys of his 

promises.  Our job is to proclaim that.  It seems like a simple and 

straightforward task until we try to do it.  What do we do about people 

we don’t like?  How do we love and forgive the people who constantly 

hurt us?  How do you balance forgiveness and accountability?  Our 

gospel reading today gives some answers, but more importantly it 

teaches us the principles underneath the answers and equips us to live 

them.   

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Nursery care is available during the service.  Please see one of the ushers 

if you need more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



GATHERING    


Prelude and Announcements 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, on God, who is present, who gives life, 

who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?  Yet 

with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
(During the 40 day season of Lent we pause 40 seconds for reflection) 
 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have turned away from you, 

knowingly and unknowingly. 

We have wandered from your resurrection life. 

We have strayed from your love for all people. 

Turn us back to you, O God. 

Give us new hearts and right spirits, 

that we may find what is pleasing to you 

and dwell in your house forever.  Amen. 
 

P: Receive the good news: God turns to you in love.  “I will put my spirit 

in you, and you shall live,” says our God.  All your sin is forgiven in the 

name of Jesus the Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s 

grace for you.   

C: Amen 

 
Gathering Hymn  What Wondrous Love Is This 
(For music turn to Hymn 666 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

    What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

    What wondrous love is this 

    that caused the Lord of bliss 

    to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

    to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

    when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

    when I was sinking down  

    beneath God’s righteous frown, 



    Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

    Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3.To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 

    to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

    to God and to the Lamb, 

    who is the great I Am, 

    while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

    while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

 4. And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

    and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 

    and when from death I’m free, 

    I’ll sing his love for me, 

    And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

    And through eternity I’ll sing on.  
 

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. Music: W Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt. 

Arr. copyright 1955 Augsburg Publishing House 

 
Greeting  (2 Corinthians 13:13, Romans 10) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

A: The word is near you, 

C: on your lips and in your heart. 

A: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 

C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved. 

A: Faith comes from what is heard, 

C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to 

new birth to live as your children.  Strengthen our faith in your promises, 

that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 



WORD   
 

First Reading  1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

[Paul writes] For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 

the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  
14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the 

foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 

that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would 

say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would 

not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, 

where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where 

would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in 

the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, 

where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one 

body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 

again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the 

members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and 

those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with 

greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater 

respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But 

God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 

member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the 

members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member 

suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice 

together with it.  

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

  
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 131 (read together) 

C: Lord, I am not proud, 

    holding my head too high, 

    reaching beyond my grasp. 
 

    No, I am calm and tranquil 

    like a weaned child 

    resting in its mother’s arms: 

    my whole being at rest. 
 

    Let God’s people rest in the Lord, 

    now and forever. 

 



Second Reading Matthew 18 

A1: At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2He called a child, whom he put 

among them, 3and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become 

like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever 

becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.  
 

A2: 6“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones 

who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were 

fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea.  
7Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks! Occasions for stumbling 

are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling block 

comes! 8“If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and 

throw it away; it is better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to 

have two hands or two feet and to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if 

your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it is better 

for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown 

into the hell of fire.  
 

A3: 10“Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I 

tell you, in heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in 

heaven. 12What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one 

of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 

mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds 

it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that 

never went astray. 14So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one 

of these little ones should be lost.  
 

A1: “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out 

the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you 

have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two 

others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 

evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to 

them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 

church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I 

tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell 

you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done 

for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in 

my name, I am there among them.” 
 



A2: Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the 

church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 

times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-

seven times.  
 

A3: 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the 

reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 

his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 
26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of 

that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, 

as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and 

threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow 

slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 

went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy 

on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord 

handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So 

my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”  

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day  The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
(For music, turn to hymn 502 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1.The King of love my shepherd is,  

    whose goodness faileth never;  

    I nothing lack if I am his  

    and he is mine forever 
 

2. Where streams of living water flow, 

    my ransomed soul he leadeth 



    and, where the verdant pastures grow, 

    with food celestial feedeth. 
 

3. Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,  

   but yet in love he sought me, 

   and on his shoulder gently laid,  

   and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 

4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, 

   with thee, dear Lord, beside me, 

   thy rod and staff my comfort still; 

   thy cross before to guide me. 
 

5.Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

   thine unction grace bestoweth; 

   and oh, what transport of delight 

   from the pure chalice floweth! 
 

6. And so, through all the length of days, 

   thy goodness faileth never. 

   Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 

   within thy house forever.   
 

Text:  Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

A: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 



    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING     
 

Offering 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    As the offering is brought forward the congregation 

sings: 

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

open to the seed of your Word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, 

break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, 

warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, 

lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, 



Lord, let my heart, 

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. 

 
Thanksgiving Prayer 

A: Let us pray. Merciful God, 

C: we offer to you what is already your own: ourselves, our time and 

our possessions.  Guide us so that we may use your gifts in the 

service of your will; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING    
 

Blessing 

P: Now is the acceptable time. 

Now is the day of salvation. 

Holy God, 

speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 

bless you, unbind you, 

and send you in love and in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 
Sending Hymn Lord I Lift Your Name on High 

(For music turn to Hymn 23 in the Songbook binder) 



 

1.  Lord I lift your name on high;  

     Lord I love to sing your praises.  

     I’m so glad you’re in my life;  

     I’m so glad you came to save us.  

     You came from heaven to earth to show the way,  

     From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay.  

     From the cross to the grave,  

     From the grave up to the sky, 

     Lord I lift your name on high! 
 

2. Show us all your ways, oh Lord;  

    Teach us all your paths, oh Lord.  

    You’re the source of love and light;  

    Source of wisdom and of might.  

    Create a clean heart in me; renew my soul.  

    Cast me not away from you, Support, console.  

    I’m so glad you’re in my life.   

    Lord I love to sing your praise.  

    Lord I lift your name on high!   
 

3.  Lord I lift your name on high;  

     Lord I love to sing your praises.  

     I’m so glad you’re in my life;  

     I’m so glad you came to save us.  

     You came from heaven to earth to show the way,  

     From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay.  

     From the cross to the grave,  

     From the grave up to the sky, 

     Lord I lift your name on high! 
 

Text and music: Rick Founds; additional lyrics: Bev Nohe Deichman; copyright 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc.; CCLI #2005258 

 
Dismissal 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 
  



  



Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Jim and Karen Spawton 

Acolyte   Olivia DeLeon 

Nursery Care  Laura Stroup 

Counters  Bruce and Connie Stevenson 

Coffee Hour   

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, March 15 

Greeters and Ushers Sally Mansfield and Helen Crown 

Acolyte   Joe Wyman 

Altar Care  Gary and Kim Boisseau 

Communion Assistants Gary Boisseau and Rob Stroup 

Nursery Care  Judy VanDeVelde 

Counters  Beth Perdan and Bettina Kalish 

Coffee Hour  Sunday School 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2020 copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

Nathan Cheung, Pianist 


