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6" Sunday of Easter

May 17, 2020 10:30 Worship

Today we are at the heart of the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is teaching
the crowd the ways they should express their faith. He says not to do it
publicly but privately. This does not mean that faith is a secret or
individual action. Rather Jesus means that faith is an honest and open
relationship with God. It is not to be leveraged to accomplish a person’s
own agenda.

Welcome to worship today!
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live
on Zoom. In order to make things work smoothly please keep your
computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part. It may be
helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback. You are
welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.
Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.
That would also be a time to use the chat feature for side conversations.



i OPENING ¢

Welcome and Announcements

Greeting
P. The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

I Joined in the waters of baptism,

we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism

Water is poured into the baptismal font as the following is said:
B We praise you for your salvation through water,

for the water in this font,

and for all water everywhere.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen

Opening Music

Prayer of the Day

B: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven
and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your
children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.




T WORD T

First Reading Daniel 6:10-23

D: Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he
continued to go to his house, which had windows in its upper room open
toward Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees three times a day to pray
to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously.

“The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy
before his God. **Then they approached the king and said concerning the
interdict, “O king! Did you not sign an interdict, that anyone who prays
to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king,
shall be thrown into a den of lions?”” The king answered, “The thing
stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot
be revoked.” *Then they responded to the king, “Daniel, one of the
exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict
you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day.” *“When
the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was
determined to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every
effort to rescue him. **Then the conspirators came to the king and said to
him, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no
interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” **Then
the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the
den of lions. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you
faithfully serve, deliver you!” *’A stone was brought and laid on the
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the
signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel.
*Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food
was brought to him, and sleep fled from him. **Then, at break of day, the
king got up and hurried to the den of lions. “?When he came near the den
where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant
of the living God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to
deliver you from the lions?” “Daniel then said to the king, “O king, live
forever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they
would not hurt me, because | was found blameless before him; and also
before you, O king, I have done no wrong.” “*Then the king was
exceedingly glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den.
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found
on him, because he had trusted in his God.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!



Scripture Poetry lsaiah 58:1-9
E: Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
’Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments,
they delight to draw near to God.
*Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers.
“Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
°Is such the fast that | choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?
®Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
¥Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
*Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am.




Second Reading Romans 12:1-8

F: 1 appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. *For
by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has

assigned. “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, °so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. °We have gifts
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; ‘ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; °the exhorter, in
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (John 14:23)

C: Alleluia. Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading Matthew 6:1-18

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 6™ chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus preached] “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order
to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in
heaven. ‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. “But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, “so that your alms may be done in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

*“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they
may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their

reward. °But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you. “When you are praying, do not heap up empty




phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because
of their many words. °Do not be like them, for your Father knows what
you need before you ask him.

““Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your

name. “°Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. 'Give us this day our daily bread. *?’And forgive us our debts, as
we also have forgiven our debtors. **And do not bring us to the time of
trial, but rescue us from the evil one. *“For if you forgive others their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; **but if you do not
forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

8« And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly
I tell you, they have received their reward. *’But when you fast, put oil
on your head and wash your face, ‘®so that your fasting may be seen not
by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

G: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

G
C
G: Keep yourselves in the love of God;

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)
G

C

. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

i PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. These three
petitions will be read by people in the congregation:

B. Guide employers and employees as they begin returning to work. We
pray that people may work in safety and that they follow good infectious
disease control practices. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

E. Be with the Rev. Deborah Troester as she helps the churches in
Zambia deal with the consequences of infectious disease. Also be with
the Rev. Matthew Nickoloff and the South Wedge Mission in Rochester.
Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

G: Help area farmers deal with delayed planting conditions because of
the rain and cold. Help them also deal with uncertain commodity
markets for what they grow. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

You are invited to add you own petition. Please conclude with:
Lord in your mercy,
The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.



The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

B: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

B: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace.

Special Music

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

T ENDING r

Blessing
P: The blessing of the living God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm,

and fill you with courage.
C: Amen.



Closing Music

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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