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Day of Pentecost
May 20, 2018 10:30 Holy Communion

Pentecost is a Jewish festival celebrating the first fruits of the growing
season. Its name comes from its timing — fifty days after the first day of
Passover. Jesus’ followers had gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the
Pentecost holiday when the Holy Spirit dramatically came upon them.
This is described in Acts 2, and it became the birthday of the Church. In
today’s worship we’ll be looking at a different coming of the Holy Spirit.
We’ll be using John’s gospel, and we’ll discover different things about
the coming of the Spirit.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Nursery care is available during the service. Please see one of the ushers
if you need more information.



T  GATHERING -r

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn  All Are Welcome

(For music see Hymn 641 in the Red Hymnal)

1.

Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain: All are welcome,

all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

. Let us build a house where prophets speak,

and words are strong and true,

where all God’s children dare to seek

to dream God’s reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God’s grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain

. Let us build a house where love is found

in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain

. Let us build a house where hands will reach

beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they’ve known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God’s face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain



5. Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Copyright 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.

Apostles’ Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.

C: Amen

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against
God and one another.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

P: Eternal God our creator,

C: in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your
children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and
cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace
draw us near to you, our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died
for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God forgives you all
your sins.

C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
(For music see Hymn 693 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Come, ye thankful people, come;
raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in
ere the winter storms begin.



God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God’s own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

2. All the world is God’s own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown.

First the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.

3. For the Lord our God shall come
and shall take his harvest home;
from his field shall in that day
all offenses purge away;
give his angels charge at last
in the fire the tares to cast,
but the fruitful ears to store
in his garner evermore.

4. Even so, Lord, quickly come
to thy final harvest home.
Gather then thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there, forever purified,
in thy garner to abide.
Come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

T WORD -

First Reading John 15:26-16:15

**When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my
behalf.?"You also are to testify because you have been with me from the
beginning.




I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. “They will
put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those
who kill you will think that by doing so they are offering worship to
God. *And they will do this because they have not known the Father or
me. “But | have said these things to you so that when their hour comes
you may remember that [ told you about them. “I did not say these things
to you from the beginning, because I was with you. °But now | am going
to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you

going?’ °But because | have said these things to you, sorrow has filled
your hearts.

"Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away,
for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, |
will send him to you. ®And when he comes, he will prove the world
wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: °about sin, because
they do not believe in me; ‘®about righteousness, because | am going to
the Father and you will see me no longer; **about judgment, because the
ruler of this world has been condemned. **“I still have many things to say
to you, but you cannot bear them now. “*When the Spirit of truth comes,
he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but
will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that
are to come. **He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and
declare it to you. *>All that the Father has is mine. For this reason | said
that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Prayer of the Day “Teach Me Your Ways”
from Guerillas of Grace by Ted Loder, copyright 1981, Augsburg Fortress

A: Let us pray...
Teach me your ways, Lord,
that I may be open to the same Spirit
who moved over the face of the waters
in the first day of creation
and moves also over the chaos of this time
to fashion a day like this,
a world like ours,
a life like mine,
a kingdom like leaven in bread,
like a treasure
buried in the fields of the daily I plow;
and make me aware of the miracles of life,



of warm and cold,
of starkness and order,
of screaming wind and impenetrable silences,
and of the unfathomable mystery of amazing grace in which | am
kept.

Teach me your ways, Lord,
that | may praise you
for all the surprising, ingenious ways you bless me,
and for all the wondrous gifts you give me
through artists who introduce me to the beauty of holiness,
who usher me into awesome worlds in which | begin to live anew
in a fullness of pain and joy not possible before.

Teach me your ways, Lord,
that | may accept my own talent openly,
nurture it hopefully,
develop it faithfully,
and give it freely.

Teach me your ways, Lord,
that I may love the kindness of the prophets
and practice it toward the hungry of the world,
the poor and sick and oppressed
that | may learn the healing humility
which responsibly tends the earth and all creatures therein.

Teach me your ways, Lord,
that | may be swept up in worship with the saints,
which surges in wonder, gratitude, and obedience,
and shapes my life into an irrepressible YES to you,
to all my sisters and brothers,
and to the presence of the kingdom among us
until the ancient vision of mothers burns in me
with a fire to light the world
and warm its heart,
through Jesus Christ,
the singer of passionate songs,
the teller of wonderful stories,
the artist of daring ways. Amen.



Second Reading John 20:19-29

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” ’After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?*Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”?”When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” **But Thomas (who was called
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.”*So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

2°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” *Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” “Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 34:12-23 (read responsively)

A: Come to me, children, listen:
learn to cherish the Lord.

C: Do you long for life,
for time to enjoy success?

A: Keep your tongue from evil,
keep lies far from your lips.

C: Shun evil, go after good,
press on, seek after peace.

A: God confronts the wicked
to blot them out forever,

C: but turns toward the just
to hear their cry for help.

A: The troubled call out; God hears,
saves them from all distress.

C: God stays near broken hearts,
heals the wounded spirit.




A: The good endure great trials,
but God comes to their rescue
C: and guards their every bone
so that not one is broken.
A: Evil kills its own kind
dooms the wicked to death.
C: God saves those who keep faith;
no trusting soul is doomed.

Third Reading John 21:1-14

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea
of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. “Gathered there together
were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.’Simon
Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go
with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught
nothing. “Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples
did not know that it was Jesus. “Jesus said to them, “Children, you have
no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” *He said to them, “Cast
the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast
it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many
fish. 'That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for
he was naked, and jumped into the sea. °But the other disciples came in
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land,
only about a hundred yards off. “When they had gone ashore, they saw a
charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. ‘°Jesus said to them, “Bring
some of the fish that you have just caught.” *'So Simon Peter went
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three
of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. *?Jesus
said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples
dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the

Lord. **Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the
same with the fish. ““This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to
the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
(For music turn to Hymn 834°in the Red Hymnal)

1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!

2. Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

3. To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.

4. Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see
‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. Music: Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876

Apostles’ Creed
A: Let us confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

T MEAL -r

Offering & Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence, Lord,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.




Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray: Merciful God,

C: you open with your hand and satisfy the desire of every living
thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive
it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. You will receive bread from the communion assistant. (If you need
gluten free wafers please ask the assistant distributing bread.) You may receive
wine from either the common cup or in an individual glass. If you would like to
receive in a glass please pick one up from the tray as you approach the altar
rail. White grape juice is available in the individual glasses for those who do
not wish to take wine. As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the
following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

733 Great is Thy Faithfulness (Red Hymnal)

661 | Love to Tell the Story (Red Hymnal)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray...

Jesus our Lord, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread
and cup, by your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled
again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of
justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord
forevermore.

C: Amen.




i SENDING fr

Blessing
P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we

can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  God of the Sparrow
(For music turn to Hymn 740 in the Red Hymnal)

1. God of the sparrow God of the whale
God of the swirling stars
How does the creature say Awe
How does the creature say Praise

2. God of the earthquake God of the storm
God of the trumpet blast
How does the creature cry Woe
How does the creature cry Save

3. God of the rainbow God of the cross
God of the empty grave
How does the creature say Grace
How does the creature say Thanks

4. God of the hungry God of the sick
God of the prodigal
How does the creature say Care
How does the creature say Life

5. God of the neighbor God of the foe
God of the pruning hook
How does the creature say Love
How does the creature say Peace

6. God of the ages God near at hand
God of the loving heart
How do your children say Joy
How do your children say Home

Text:Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919; Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929,
Text copyright 1983 Concordia Publishing House, Music copyright 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.



Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers Mike and Cassie Ross

Acolyte Katya Kurilovitch

Altar Care Linda Thompson
Communion Assistants Nancy and Ivan Shuler
Nursery Care Judy VanDeVelde
Counters John and Linda Thompson

Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, May 27, 2018
Greeters and Ushers Mike and Bettina Kalish

Acolyte Molly Perdan

Altar Care Linda Thompson

Communion Assistants Tricia Kolczynski and Beth Bright
Nursery Care Katy Stimmel

Counters Tiim Brown and Bill Hagarman
Coffee Hour Confirmation — Church Council

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
Heidi Griffith, Music Director



