
 

 
 

7th Sunday of Easter 
May 24, 2020  10:30 Worship 

 

We’re moving into the fourth part of the Sermon on the Mount today.  

Jesus’ teachings have moved into applying what he has been teaching 

thus far.  Given what we’ve learned from the earlier sections we aren’t 

surprised that his words are filled with challenges.  His words may have 

made his followers feel guilty, but he is really teaching a life orientation 

that will lead to wholeness. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
This order of worship is designed to accompany what is happening live 

on Zoom.  In order to make things work smoothly please keep your 

computer’s microphone off unless you have a speaking part.  It may be 

helpful to use a headset or earbuds to minimize feedback.  You are 

welcome to use the chat feature to ask questions or provide feedback.  

Following worship we will have a time for those who would like to chat.  

That would also be a time to use the chat feature for side conversations.  
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 OPENING     
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 
Greeting 

P.  The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

A: Joined in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism 

 
Water is poured into the baptismal font as the following is said: 

A: We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen  

 
Opening Music 

 
Prayer of the Day 

B: Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by 

the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil.  By your Spirit 

transform us and your beloved world, that we may find joy in your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 WORD    
 
First Reading  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

D: 15In [the days after Jesus ascended] Peter stood up among the 

believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty 



persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 

Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a 

guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17for he was numbered among us 

and was allotted his share in this ministry.”  
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that 

the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism 

of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must 

become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, 

Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 

Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s 

heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the 

place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to 

go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 

Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

E: 1Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; 

    let those who hate him flee before him. 
2As smoke is driven away, so drive them away;  

    as wax melts before the fire, let the wicked perish before God. 
3But let the righteous be joyful;  

    let them exult before God;  

    let them be jubilant with joy. 
4Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

     lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds 

    —his name is the LORD—  

    be exultant before him. 
5Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. 
6God gives the desolate a home to live in;  

    he leads out the prisoners to prosperity,  

    but the rebellious live in a parched land. 
7O God, when you went out before your people,  

    when you marched through the wilderness,  
    8the earth quaked,  

    the heavens poured down rain at the presence of God, 

    the God of Sinai, at the presence of God,  

    the God of Israel. 
9Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad;  

    you restored your heritage when it languished; 
    10your flock found a dwelling in it;  



    in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 
32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;  

    sing praises to the Lord. 
33O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens;  

    listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 
34Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel;  

    and whose power is in the skies. 
35Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel;  

    he gives power and strength to his people.  

Blessed be God! 

 
Second Reading   Romans 12:1-8 

F: I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern 

what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3For 

by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 

members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation (Matthew 7:7) 

C: Alleluia. Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 6:19-7:12 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 6th and 7th chapters. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus continued preaching] “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 

steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 



moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22“The 

eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body 

will be full of light; 23but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will 

be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the 

darkness! 24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate 

the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and wealth. 
25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 

more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of 

the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And 

can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And 

why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 

they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 

his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the 

grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the 

oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore 

do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or 

‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these 

things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 

things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be given to you as well. 34“So do not worry 

about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s 

trouble is enough for today. 

“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2For with the judgment 

you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the 

measure you get. 3Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but 

do not notice the log in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your 

neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in 

your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, 

and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s 

eye. 6“Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls 

before swine, or they will trample them under foot and turn and maul 

you. 
7“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the 

door will be opened for you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and 

everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door 

will be opened. 9Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for 

bread, will give a stone? 10Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a 

snake? 11If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 



children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to 

those who ask him! 
12“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this 

is the law and the prophets. 
After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
Response to the Word 

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. 

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 
 

G: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

G: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.        (Jude 20) 
 

G: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
 

G: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 



C: Everything old has passed away; 

behold, everything has become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 

 PRAYER     
 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  These three 

petitions will be read by people in the congregation: 
 

B.  Guide employers and employees as they begin returning to work.  We 

pray that people may work in safety and that they follow good infectious 

disease control practices.  Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

E.  Be with the Rev. Deborah Troester as she helps the churches in 

Zambia deal with the consequences of infectious disease.  Also be with 

the Rev. Matthew Nickoloff and the South Wedge Mission in Rochester. 

Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

G: On this Memorial Day weekend we are thankful for the many men 

and women who have died in service to our country.  Help us to always 

appreciate their sacrifice and live in a way that honors it.  Lord in your 

mercy…  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

You are invited to add you own petition. Please conclude with:  

Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
 

The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

B: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

B: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace. 

 



Special Music 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 ENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: The blessing of the living God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

surround and sustain you, 

 keep you from harm,  

and fill you with courage. 

C: Amen. 

 
Closing Music 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the risen Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
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