
 

 

 
 

1st Sunday after Pentecost 
May 27, 2018  10:30 Holy Communion 

 

Human logic is a powerful thing.  We have discovered many things 

about the nature of the universe, and we have used many of those 

discoveries to benefit our lives.  However, sometimes our logic leads to 

arrogance.  We use our power to exploit rather than benefit.  At its 

extreme we decide that human logic is a god unto itself – or we decide 

God is a product of the imagination of ancient people from the ignorant 

past.  It’s a tempting idea for many, but it leads to problems fast.  Today 

we’ll explore those problems, and what our logic can tell us. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Nursery care is available during the service.  Please see one of the ushers 

if you need more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



GATHERING    


Prelude and Announcements 

 
Gathering Hymn    Holy, Holy, Holy 

(For music turn to Hymn 413 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

    Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

    Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

    God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

2. Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 

    casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

    cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

    which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 

3. Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee, 

    though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 

    only thou are holy; there is none beside thee, 

    perfect in pow’r, in love and purity. 
 

4. Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 

    All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

    Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

    God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, atl. Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876 

 
Apostles’ Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love.  

C: Amen 
 

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against 

God and one another.  
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

 



P: Eternal God our creator, 

C: in you we live and move and have our being.  Look upon us, your 

children, the work of your hands.  Forgive us all our offenses, and 

cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.  By your grace 

draw us near to you, our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit given to us.  In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died 

for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God forgives you all 

your sins.   

C: Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise   He Is Exalted  
(For music turn to Hymn 14 in the Songbook binder) 

1. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high, 

    I will praise Him. 

    He is exalted, forever exalted 

    And I will praise His name! 
 

Chorus 

    He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign. 

    Heaven and earth  

    Rejoice in His holy name. 

    He is exalted, the King is exalted on high! 
 

2. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high, 

    I will praise Him. 

    He is exalted, forever exalted 

    And I will praise His name!  Chorus 2 times 
 

Text and music by Twila Paris.  CCLI #17827.  Copyright 1985 Straightway Music, administered by EMI Christian Music Publishing 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

O God, every day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending 

your Holy Spirit.  Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a 

right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through 

Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

 



WORD   
 

First Reading  Proverbs 2:1-15 

My child, if you accept my words 

and treasure up my commandments within you, 
2making your ear attentive to wisdom 

and inclining your heart to understanding; 
3if you indeed cry out for insight, 

and raise your voice for understanding; 
4if you seek it like silver, 

and search for it as for hidden treasures— 
5then you will understand the fear of the Lord 

and find the knowledge of God. 
6For the Lord gives wisdom; 

from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
7he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 

he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly, 
8guarding the paths of justice 

and preserving the way of his faithful ones. 
9Then you will understand righteousness and justice 

and equity, every good path; 
10for wisdom will come into your heart, 

and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 
11prudence will watch over you; 

and understanding will guard you. 
12It will save you from the way of evil, 

from those who speak perversely, 
13who forsake the paths of uprightness 

to walk in the ways of darkness, 
14who rejoice in doing evil 

and delight in the perverseness of evil; 
15those whose paths are crooked, 

and who are devious in their ways. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry     Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (read responsively) 

A: God, how fertile your genius! 

    You shape each thing, 

    you fill the world 

    with what you do. 

C: I watch the sea, wide and deep, 



    filled with fish, large and small, 

    with ships that ply their trade, 

    and your own toy, Leviathan. 
 

A: All look to you for food 

    when they hunger; 

C: you provide it and they feed. 

    your open your hand, they feast; 

    you turn away, they fear. 
 

A: You steal their breath, 

    they drop back into dust. 

C: breathe into them, they rise; 

    the face of the earth comes alive! 
 

A: Let God’s glory endure 

    and the Lord delight in creating. 

C: One look from God, earth quivers; 

    one touch, and mountains erupt. 

A: I will sing to my God, 

    make music for the Lord 

    as long as I live. 

C: Let my song give joy to God 

    who is a joy to me. 

    I will bless you, Lord! 

    Hallelujah!   

 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

[Paul writes] The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is 

written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of 

the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is 

the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 

the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 

did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness 

of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs 

and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who 

are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 

and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 26Consider your 

own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 



God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 

what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low 

and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things 

that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the 

source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 

and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it 

is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation  

C: Alleluia.  Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and 

kindle in us the fire of your love.  Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  John 15:12-17 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus told the disciples] “This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the 

servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 

from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 

will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another. 
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day   Here I Am, Lord 
For music turn to Hymn 574 in the Red Hymnal 
 

1. “I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

    I have heard my people cry. 

    All who dwell in dark and sin 

    my hand will save. 

    I, who made the stars of night, 

    I will make their darkness bright. 

    Who will bear my light to them? 

    Whom shall I send?” 
 

Refrain 

Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, 

if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

2. “I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

    I have borne my people’s pain. 

    I have wept for love of them. 

    They turn away. 

    I will break their hearts of stone, 

    give them hearts for love alone. 

    I will speak my word to them. 

    Whom shall I send?” Refrain 
 

3. “I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

    I will tend the poor and lame. 

    I will set a feast for them. 

    My hand will save 

    Finest bread I will provide 

    till their hearts be satisfied. 

    I will give my life to them. 

    Whom shall I send?”   Refrain 
 

Text and music: Daniel L Schuttte, b. 1946, copyright 1981 OCP Publications Inc. 

 

 

 

 



RITE OF CONFIRMATION     
Allyson Buch, Julia Bullwinkle, Benjamin Deibler, Samantha Figler, Katja 

Miller, Sabastian Plouffe, Kelsey Sackett, Scott Wilmot, and Jaden White have 

accomplished the requirements of the confirmation program and become adult 

members by making public affirmation of their baptisms.  Please turn to the 

Affirmation of Baptism service on page 234 in the front of the Red Hymnal. 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

MEAL     
 

Offering & Special Music  

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Offering Prayer 

A: Let us pray:  Merciful God, 

C: you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living 

thing.  You have set this feast before us.  Open our hands to receive 

it.  Open our hearts to embrace it.  Open our lives to live it.  We pray 

this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 



P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow; 

and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 



Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  You will receive bread from the communion assistant.  (If you need 

gluten free wafers please ask the assistant distributing bread.) You may receive 

wine from either the common cup or in an individual glass.  If you would like to 

receive in a glass please pick one up from the tray as you approach the altar 

rail.  White grape juice is available in the individual glasses for those who do 

not wish to take wine. As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the 

following hymns: 

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal) 

403  Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song (Red Hymnal) 

405 O Spirit of Life (Songbook Binder) 
 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray… 

Jesus our Lord, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread 

and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  Filled 

again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of 

justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord 

forevermore.   

C: Amen.  

 

 

SENDING    
 

Blessing 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope.  Almighty God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn      Spirit Song 
(For music turn to Hymn 51 in the Songbook binder) 
 

1. Oh let the Son of God enfold you  

    with his Spirit and his love.  

    Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.  

    O let him have the things that hold you,  

    and his Spirit like a dove  

    will descend upon your life and make you whole. Refrain 
 

Refrain: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

              Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 
 

2. O come and sing this song with gladness  

    as your hearts are filled with joy.  

    Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name.  

    O give him all your tears and sadness;  

    give him all your years of pain,  

    and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name. Refrain 
 

Text and music: John Wimber, copyright 1979 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing; CCLI #27824 

 
Dismissal 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Mike and Bettina Kalish 

Acolyte   Molly Perdan 

Altar Care  Linda Thompson 

Communion Assistants Tricia Kolczynski and Beth Bright 

Nursery Care  Katy Stimmel 

Counters  Tim Brown and Bill Hagarman 

Coffee Hour  Confirmation – Church Council 

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, June 3, 2018 

Greeters and Ushers Ivan and Nancy Shuler 

Acolyte   Joe Wyman 

Nursery Care  Laura Stroup 

Counters  Nancy and Ivan Shuler 

Coffee Hour   

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

Heidi Griffith, Music Director 


