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Genesis 37 — Joseph, Dreams, Coat
November 12, 2017 10:30 Service of the Word

The story of Joseph and his dreams and his special coat is one of the best
known in the Bible. We’ll look at that story today and probably discover
some new things about it. At the same time many old lessons will be
reinforced.

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Nursery care is available during the service. Please see one of the ushers
if you need more information.



T  GATHERING -r

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who calls us into an everlasting
hope, who guides us to springs of the water of life, who enlightens us
with the spirit of wisdom.

C: Amen.

P: One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us
confess our sin against God and one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

P: O God, our merciful redeemer,

C: we confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you
in our neighbor’s face. We turn our ears from voices that cry out.
We pass the hungry and the oppressed. In your great mercy, forgive
our sin and strengthen us for service to all in need; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you
and for his sake, God forgives you all your sin. Blessed are you!
Rejoice and be glad, beloved people of God.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn All Are Welcome
(For music see Hymn 641 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain: All are welcome,
all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.



Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain

3. Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:
a banquet hall on holy ground
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain

4. Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God’s face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain

5. Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Copyright 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.




Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the
needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

T WORD T

First Reading Genesis 37
Al: Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the

land of Canaan. “This is the story of the family of Jacob. Joseph, being
seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was
a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph
brought a bad report of them to their father. °Now Israel loved Joseph
more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old
age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. “But when his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they
hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.

A2: Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they
hated him even more. °He said to them, “Listen to this dream that I
dreamed. 'There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Suddenly my
sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves gathered around it, and
bowed down to my sheaf.” °His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to
reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion over us?” So they hated
him even more because of his dreams and his words. °He had another
dream, and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have had another
dream: the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to
me.”°But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father
rebuked him, and said to him, “What kind of dream is this that you have
had? Shall we indeed come, | and your mother and your brothers, and
bow to the ground before you?”” **So his brothers were jealous of him,
but his father kept the matter in mind.

A3: Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near
Shechem.”*And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing
the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered,
“Here I am.”*“So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your
brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him
from the valley of Hebron. He came to Shechem, **and a man found him



wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” **“I
am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are
pasturing the flock.”*'The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard
them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’*

Al: So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. **They
saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they
conspired to kill him. **They said to one another, “Here comes this
dreamer. *°Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits;
then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see
what will become of his dreams.” ?'But when Reuben heard it, he
delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his
life.”?’Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here
in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he might rescue him
out of their hand and restore him to his father. 2*So when Joseph came to
his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that
he wore; ““and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was
empty; there was no water in it.

A2: Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm,
and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. *°Then Judah said to
his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his
blood? ?’Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands
on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers

agreed. “*When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up,
lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty
pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.

A3: “When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in
the pit, he tore his clothes. *°He returned to his brothers, and said, “The
boy is gone; and I, where can I turn?” **Then they took Joseph’s robe,
slaughtered a goat, and dipped the robe in the blood. **They had the long
robe with sleeves taken to their father, and they said, “This we have
found; see now whether it is your son’s robe or not.” **He recognized it,
and said, “It is my son’s robe! A wild animal has devoured him; Joseph
is without doubt torn to pieces.” **Then Jacob tore his garments, and put
sackcloth on his loins, and mourned for his son many days. **All his sons
and all his daughters sought to comfort him; but he refused to be
comforted, and said, “No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son,
mourning.” Thus his father bewailed him. **Meanwhile the Midianites



had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain
of the guard.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 105:7-25 (Read responsively)

A: The Lord is our God,
judge of all the earth,
who remembers his covenant
spoken to a thousand generations:

C: the agreement with Abraham,
the oath to Isaac,
the firm decree to Jacob,
the unending promise to Israel.
God said, “I give you a land,
Canaan, your inheritance.”

A: There were only a few,

a small band of nomads,
wandering from nation to nation,
from one kingdom to another.

C: God tolerated no oppression,
rebuked kings on their account.
“Touch not my anointed ones,
harm not my prophets.”

A: God spread famine across the land
breaking the very staff of life
and sent a man before them,
Joseph, sold as a slave.

C: His feet were bound with shackles,
his neck with iron.
Yet his prophecy came true,
proved right by God’s word.

A: Pharaoh released him,
the ruler of nations set him free,
making him master of the palace,
steward of all his goods,
a model for princes,
a teacher of wisdom to elders.

C: Israel journeyed to Egypt,
Jacob to the land of Ham.
God’s people were made fruitful,



stronger than their foes,
but Egypt was made bitter,
eager to enslave them.

Gospel Acclamation (Philippians 2:15,16)
C: Alleluia. Shine like the stars in the world; holding fast to the
word of life. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading  Matthew 23:1-12

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 23™ chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, *“The scribes and the
Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; “therefore, do whatever they teach you and
follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they
teach. “They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the
shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to
move them. “They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make
their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. “They love to have the
place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, ‘and to
be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them
rabbi. ®But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and
you are all students. °And call no one your father on earth, for you have
one Father—the one in heaven. ‘°Nor are you to be called instructors, for
you have one instructor, the Messiah. *'The greatest among you will be
your servant. *?All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who
humble themselves will be exalted.

After the reading:

P: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Let Streams of Living Justice
(For music see Hymn 710 in the Red Hymnal, The verse marked “*” is not in the
hymnal)

1. Let streams of living justice flow down upon the earth;
give freedom’s light to captives, let all the poor have worth.
The hungry’s hands are pleading, the workers claim their rights.
the mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for sight.
Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron pow’r;
abolish ancient vengeance: proclaim your people’s hour.

* The dreaded disappearance of family and friend;
the torture and the silence — the fear that knows no end;
the mother with her candle, the child who holds a gun,
the old one nursing hatred — all seek release to come.
Each candle burns for freedom; each lights a tyrant’s fall;
each flower placed for martyrs gives tongue to silenced call.

2. For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end,
for love that makes us lovers, God grant us grace to mend.
Weave our varied gifts together; knit our lives as they are spun;
on your loom of time enroll us till our thread of life is run.
O great weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one;
dye our texture with your radiance, light our colors with your sun.

3. Your city’s built to music; we are the stones you seek;
your harmony is language; we are the words you speak.
Our faith we find in service, our hope in others’ dreams,
our love in hand of neighbor; our homeland brightly gleams.
Inscribe our hearts with justice; your way the path untried;
your truth — the heart of stranger; your life — the Crucified.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934, text copyright 1989 William Whitla. Music: Thaxted by Gustav Holst, 1874-1934

Apostles’ Creed
A: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

A: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

T  THANKSGIVING ¢

Offering & Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving As the offering is brought forward the congregation
sings:

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal

Lord, let my heart be good soil,
open to the seed of your Word.



Lord, let my heart be good soil,
where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,

break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,

warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart,

Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray: God of life,

C: you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and
our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them
to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

7 SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: The love of God surround you; the grace of Christ release you; and the

Holy Spirit be your guide and strength, now and forevermore.



C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Do Justice
(For music turn to Hymn 59 [second half of medley] in the Songbook binder)

1. Racing around, chasing idols,
unfulfilled, empty vessels.
World on the edge, out of control,
will we survive, God only knows.

Refrain: Do justice, love mercy,
Walk humbly, with our God, with our God.

2. People broken, falling pieces,
dignity lost, loving ceases.
Hopeless eyes, lonely faces,
Yearning hearts, hurting places.

3. Deadly hunger, desp’rate crying,
Wounded living, children dying.
Nails in the flesh, piercing fear,
Why can’t we see Christ hanging here?

Text and music: Andy Park, Copyright 1995 Dakota Road Music, CCLI# 1810119

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



Worship assistants TODAY :
Greeters and Ushers Tom and Lisa Kurilovitch

Acolyte Jaden White

Nursery Care Kristi Bullwinkle

Counters Tom Kurilovitch and Bill Hagerman
Coffee Hour Ella, Joy, and Becky

Worship assistants for next Sunday, November 19
Greeters and Ushers ~ Karen and Jim Spawton

Acolyte Julia Bullwinkle

Altar Care Beth Perdan

Communion Assistants Cindy Swigart and Beth Bright
Nursery Care Katy Stimmel

Counters Nancy and lvan Shuler

Coffee Hour The Bullwinkles

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2017 copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress.
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