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Luke 12:1-12

October 13, 2019 10:30 Service of the Word

Laws, rules, and boundaries create order in our lives. But what happens
when they go too far? How do we know when to ignore the laws, break
the rules, and cross the boundaries? In today’s gospel we’ll see Jesus
doing just that and discover the principles he applies to do it.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Nursery care is available during the service. Please see one of the ushers
if you need more information.



T  GATHERING -r

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, the strength of our ancestors,
the host of this gathering, the builder of the city that is to come.

C: Amen

P: If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. Let us
confess our sin to the one who is faithful.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

P: God our helper,

C: we confess the many ways

we have failed to live as your disciples.

We have not finished what we began.

We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.

We have been captivated by our possessions.

Lift our burdens, gracious God.

Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.

Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

P: There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in
these promises: God will never leave you or forsake you. You who were
lost have been found. For the sake of Jesus the Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news.

C: Amen

Gathering Hymn Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult
(For music turn to Hymn 696 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Jesus call us; o’er the tumult
of our life’s wild, restless sea,
Day by day his clear voice sounding,
Saying, “Christian, follow me.”

2. As of old St. Andrew heard it
by the Galilean lake,
turned from home and toil and kindred,
leaving all for his dear sake.



3. Jesus calls us from the worship
of the vain world’s golden store,
from each idol that would keep us,
saying “Christian, love me more.”

4. Inour joys and in our sorrows,
days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
“Christian, love me more than these.”

5. Jesus calls us! In your mercy,
Savior, make us hear your call,
give our hearts to your obedience,
serve and love you best of all.

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1823-1895; Tune: William H. Jude, 1851-1922

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all
creation. Keep us safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in
body and spirit, we may with grateful hears accomplish all that you
would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.




T WORD -

First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24
“’Thus says the Lord Gob:
I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.
230n the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.
Al the trees of the field shall know
that | am the LORD.
I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree;
| dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.
I the LORD have spoken;
I will accomplish it.
After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 57 (read responsively)
A: Care for me, God, take care of me,
I have nowhere else to hide.
Shadow me with your wings
until all danger passes.
C: I called to the Most High,
to God, my avenger:
send help from heaven to free me,
punish those who hound me.
A: Extend to me, O God,
your love that never fails,
C: for I find myself among lions
who crave for human flesh,
their teeth like spears and arrows,




their tongues sharp as swords.
A: O God, rise high above the heavens!
Spread your glory across the earth!

C: They rigged a net for me,
a trap to bring me down;

A: they dug a pit for me,
but they — they fell in!

C: I have decided, O God,
my decision is firm:
to you I will sing my praise.
Awake, my soul, to song!

A: Awake, my harp and lyre,
so | can wake up the dawn!

C: I will lift my voice in praise,
sing of you, Lord, to all nations.

A: For your love reaches heaven’s edge,
your unfailing love, the skies.

C: O God, rise high above the heavens!
Spread your glory across the earth!

Second Reading  Ephesians 6:10-17

‘Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. **Put on
the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. *?For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and
flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. “*Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you
may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to
stand firm. ““Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your
waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. *>As shoes for your
feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of
peace. **With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be
able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. ‘'Take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (Ephesians 6:11)
C: Alleluia. Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. Alleluia.




Gospel Reading Luke 13:10-21

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 13" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

“Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. **And
just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for
eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up
straight. *When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman,
you are set free from your ailment.” **When he laid his hands on her,
immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. **But the
leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the
sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the
sabbath day.” **But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites!
Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger, and lead it away to give it water? ‘**And ought not this woman, a
daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set
free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” *"When he said this, all his
opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all
the wonderful things that he was doing.

®He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what
should I compare it? *It is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in the garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air
made nests in its branches.” ’And again he said, “To what should I
compare the kingdom of God? It is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

After the reading:

P: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Will You Come and Follow Me
For music turn to Hymn 798 in the Red Hymnal

1. “Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?”

2. “Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?



Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare,

should your life attract or scare?

Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me?”

3. “Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris’ners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?”

4. “Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found
to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?”

5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949, copyright 1987 lona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Scottish Traditional

Apostles’ Creed
A: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The worship leader will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. Please conclude
your petition with: Lord in your mercy,

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer.

The leader concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

A: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

7  THANKSGIVING ¢

Offering & Special Music

Hymn of Thanksgiving As the offering is brought forward the congregation
sings:

Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil

For music turn to Hymn 713 in the Blue Hymnal

Lord, let my heart be good sail,
open to the seed of your Word.
Lord, let my heart be good sail,
where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard,

break the stone away.

When my heart is cold,

warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,



Lord, let my heart,
Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc.

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray: God our provider,

C: we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of
it. Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your

table, and with them the offering of our lives. Nourish us now with
the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
A: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

1  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy

Spirit living in us. Almighty God bless you with grace, mercy, and
peace, now and forever.
C: Amen



Sending Hymn Lord of the Dance
(for music, see Hymn 24 in the Songbook)

1. I danced in the morning when the world was begun
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun

and I came down from heaven and | danced on the earth;
at Bethlehem I had my birth.

Refrain:

Dance, dance wherever you may be;

I am the Lord of the dance said he.

“And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,
and I’ll lead you all in the dance,” said he.

2. | danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,

and they would not dance and they wouldn’t follow me.
I danced for the fishermen and James and John;

They came with me and the dance went on. Refrain

3. I danced on the Sabbath and | cured the lame;

the holy people said it was a shame;

they whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high,
they left me there on the cross to die. Refrain

4. | danced on a Friday when the sky turned black;
it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back.
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone,
but I am the dance and I still goon.  Refrain

5. They cut me down and I leapt up high;

I am the life that will never, never die,

And I’ll live in you if you live in me,

for 1 am the Lord of the dance, said he. Refrain

Text: Sydney Carter. Music: American Folk Tune. Copyright 1963 Stainer and Bell, Ltd. (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company)

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Worship assistants TODAY':
Greeters and Ushers  Linda and John Thompson

Acolyte Jonathan Buch
Nursery Care Laura Stroup

Counters Nancy and lvan Shuler
Coffee Hour Julie Stuart

Worship assistants for next Sunday, October 20, 2019
Greeters and Ushers  Kim and Gary Boisseau

Acolyte Abbie Bullwinkle

Altar Care Helen Crown

Communion Assistants Paul and Babette Huber

Nursery Care Judy VanDeVelde

Counters Babette Huber and Burdie Gillern
Coffee Hour Wendy Sackett

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2019 copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
Heidi Griffith, Music Director



