
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Luke 13:1-9 
October 6, 2019  10:30 Holy Communion 

 

Asked about tragic current events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether 

suffering is deserved into a call to obedience.  He then tells a parable that 

reminds his hearers that God is not interested in condemnation.  God 

would rather be merciful.  However, God is not to be mocked eternally.  

Ultimately God is judge.   

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

Nursery care is available during the service.  Please see one of the ushers 

if you need more information. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



GATHERING    


Prelude and Announcements 

 
Gathering Hymn   Amazing Grace 
(For music turn to Hymn 779 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,  

    That saved a wretch like me!  

     I once was lost, but now am found;  

    Was blind, but now I see. 
 

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  

    And grace my fears relieved;  

    How precious did that grace appear  

    The hour I first believed! 
 

3. Through many dangers, toils and snares  

    I have already come;  

   ‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,  

    And grace will lead me home.  
 

4. The Lord has promised good to me;  

    His Word my hope secures;  

    He will my shield and portion be  

    As long as life endures. 
 

5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

     bright shining as the sun, 

     we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise  

     than when we’d first begun. 
 

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807; music W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O Excell. 

 
Apostles’ Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, the strength of our ancestors, 

the host of this meal, the builder of the city that is to come. 

C: Amen 
 



P: If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ.  Let us 

confess our sin to the one who is faithful.   
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

P: God our helper, 

C: we confess the many ways 

we have failed to live as your disciples. 

We have not finished what we began. 

We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. 

We have been captivated by our possessions. 

Lift our burdens, gracious God. 

Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. 

Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

P: There is rejoicing in heaven when sinner repent.  Put your trust in 

these promises: God will never leave you or forsake you.  You who were 

lost have been found.  For the sake of Jesus the Christ, your sins are 

forgiven.  Rejoice with the angels at this good news. 

C: Amen 

 
Hymn of Praise   He Is Exalted  
(For music turn to Hymn 14 in the Songbook binder) 

1. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high, 

    I will praise Him. 

    He is exalted, forever exalted 

    And I will praise His name! 
 

Chorus 

    He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign. 

    Heaven and earth  

    Rejoice in His holy name. 

    He is exalted, the King is exalted on high! 
 

2. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high, 

    I will praise Him. 

    He is exalted, forever exalted 

    And I will praise His name!  Chorus 2 times 
 

Text and music by Twila Paris.  CCLI #17827.  Copyright 1985 Straightway Music, administered by EMI Christian Music Publishing 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through 

the life, death, and resurrection of your Son.  Help us to hear your word 

and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

WORD   
 
First Reading  Isaiah 55:1-9 

Ho, everyone who thirsts,  

    come to the waters;  

and you that have no money,  

    come, buy and eat!  

Come, buy wine and milk  

    without money and without price.  
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

    and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,  

and delight yourselves in rich food.  
3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

    listen, so that you may live. I  

will make with you an everlasting covenant,  

    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples,  

    a leader and commander for the peoples.  
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know,  

    and nations that do not know you shall run to you,  

because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,  

    for he has glorified you. 
6Seek the Lord while he may be found,  

    call upon him while he is near;  
7let the wicked forsake their way,  

    and the unrighteous their thoughts;  

let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,  

    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  

    nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.  



9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

    so are my ways higher than your ways  

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 63:1-8 (read responsively) 

A: God, my God, you I crave; 

    my soul thirsts for you, 

    my body aches for you 

    like a dry and weary land. 

C: Let me gaze on you in your temple: 

    a vision of strength and glory. 
 

A: Your love is better than life, 

    my speech is full of praise. 

C: I give you a lifetime of worship, 

    my hands raised in your name. 

A: I feast at a rich table, 

    my lips sing of your glory.  

C: On my bed I lie awake, 

    your memory fills the night. 

A: You have been my help, 

    I rejoice beneath your wings. 

C: Yes, I cling to you, 

    your right hand holds me fast. 

 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors 

were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were 

baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same 

spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank 

from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was 

Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they 

were struck down in the wilderness. 
6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not 

desire evil as they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as 

it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to 

play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, 

and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to 

the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And do 

not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 



destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and 

they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have 

come. 12So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not 

fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God 

is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but 

with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able 

to endure it. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation (Isaiah 55:8) 

C: Alleluia.  “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 

my ways,” says the Lord. Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading  Luke 13:1-9 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 13th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

At that very time there were some present who told [Jesus] about the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2He 

asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this 

way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who 

were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that 

they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I 

tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 

and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the 

gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this 

fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the 

soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it 

and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, 

you can cut it down.’” 
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 
 



 
Hymn of the Day   Just As I Am, without One Plea 

(For music see Hymn 592 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Just as I am, without one plea, 

    but that thy blood was shed for me, 

    and that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 

2. Just as I am, though tossed about 

    with many-a conflict many-a doubt, 

    fightings and fears within, without, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 

3. Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

    wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

    because thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 

4. Just as I am; thy love unknown 

    has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

    now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871. Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

A: Let us confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 



    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 
P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

MEAL     
 

Offering & Special Music  

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

 

 



Offering Prayer 

A: Let us pray:  God our provider, 

C: we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of 

it.  Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your 

table, and with them the offering of our lives.  Nourish us now with 

the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow; 

and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 



    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  You will receive bread from the communion assistant.  (If you need 

gluten free wafers please ask the assistant distributing bread.) You may receive 

wine from either the common cup or in an individual glass.  If you would like to 

receive in a glass please pick one up from the tray as you approach the altar 

rail.  White grape juice is available in the individual glasses for those who do 

not wish to take wine. As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the 

following hymns: 

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal) 

631 Love Divine All Loves Excelling (Red Hymnal) 

638 Blessed Assurance (Red Hymnal) 

 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray… 

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the 

gift of Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed.  Send us 

now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the one we have 

received; Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING    
 

Blessing 

P: Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy 

Spirit living in us.  Almighty God bless you with grace, mercy, and 

peace, now and forever.   

C: Amen 
 
Sending Hymn      Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

(For music see Hymn 807 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Come, thou fount of every blessing, 

    tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

    streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

    call for songs of loudest praise. 

    While the hope of endless glory 

    fills my heart with joy and love, 

    teach me ever to adore thee; 

    may I still thy goodness prove. 
 

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer: 

    “Hither by thy help I’ve come”; 

    and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

    safely to arrive at home. 

    Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

    wand’ring from the fold of God; 

    he, to rescue me from danger, 

    interposed his precious blood. 
 

3. Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

    daily I’m constrained to be; 

    let thy grace now like a fetter 

    bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 

    Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

    prone to leave the God I love. 

    Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; 

    seal it for thy courts above. 
 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. Music: J Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813 

 
Dismissal 

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 



 

Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Mike and Bettina Kalish 

Acolyte   Jacob Kurilovitch 

Altar Care  Helen Crown 

Communion Assistants Diane and Bruce Boncke 

Nursery Care  Kristi Bullwinkle 

Counters  Tom Kurilovitch and Bill Hagerman 

Coffee Hour  Linda Flood 

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, October 13 

Greeters and Ushers Linda and John Thompson 

Acolyte   Jonathan Buch 

Nursery Care  Laura Stroup  

Counters  Nancy and Ivan Shuler 

Coffee Hour  Julie Stuart 

   
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2019 copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

Heidi Griffith, Music Director 


