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Babylonian Destruction of Jerusalem 587 B.C.

National Collapse
September 13, 2020 10:30 Service of the Word

The Israelites saw their land, the city of Jerusalem, and the temple as
permanent promises from God. However, early in the 6" Century B.C.
the Babylonian Empire takes control of the kingdom of Judah. The Jews
rebel numerous times and eventually the Babylonians destroy Jerusalem
and its temple. What happed to God’s promises? Did God fail? Was
God weak? Were the people so bad that God just couldn’t stand them
anymore? It was a time of national and religious crisis. In the passage of
time many of these questions would be answered, but in their midst the
people lose hope.

Welcome to worship today!
We are worshipping both in-person and online today. Everything you
need for worship is included in this bulletin. For those in the sanctuary
please remember to fill out the attendance sheet so that contact tracing
can be done if necessary.



T GATHERING -r

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and
sustains us and all of creation.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.

P: Faithful God,
C: have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you,
through Jesus the Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death
and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus the Christ. Led
by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the
world.

C: Amen

Gathering Hymn Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory
(For music see Hymn 561 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Joyous light of heav’nly glory,
loving glow of God’s own face,
you who sing creation’s story,
shine on ev’ry land and race.

Now as evening falls around us,
we shall raise our songs to you.
God of daybreak, God of shadows,
come and light our hearts anew.

2. In the stars that grace the darkness,
in the blazing sun of dawn,



in the light of peace and wisdom,

we can hear your quiet song.

Love that fills the night with wonder,
love that warms the weary soul,

love that bursts all chains asunder,
set us free and make us whole.

3. You who made the heaven’s splendor,
ev’ry dancing star of night,
make us shine with gentle justice,
let us each reflect your light.
Mighty God of all creation,
gentle Christ who lights our way,
loving Spirit of salvation,
lead us on to endless day.

Text: Greek hymn, 3 cent., para. Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Music: Marty Haugen. Copyright 1987 GIA Publications, Inc.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray:

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and
by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake
of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and
follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading 2 Kings 24-25

8Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign; he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hamutal daughter of
Jeremiah of Libnah. °He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, just
as Jehoiakim had done. ’Indeed, Jerusalem and Judah so angered

the Lord that he expelled them from his presence. Zedekiah rebelled
against the king of Babylon.

And in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of
the month, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came with all his army
against Jerusalem, and laid siege to it; they built siegeworks against it all
around. “So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of King
Zedekiah. *On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine became so
severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the land. “Then
a breach was made in the city wall; the king with all the soldiers fled by




night by the way of the gate between the two walls, by the king’s garden,
though the Chaldeans were all around the city. They went in the direction
of the Arabah. *But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and
overtook him in the plains of Jericho; all his army was scattered,
deserting him. °Then they captured the king and brought him up to the
king of Babylon at Riblah, who passed sentence on him. "They
slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, then put out the eyes of
Zedekiah; they bound him in fetters and took him to Babylon.

®In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month—which was the
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon—
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the bodyguard, a servant of the king of
Babylon, came to Jerusalem. °He burned the house of the Lord, the
king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he
burned down. *°All the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain
of the guard broke down the walls around Jerusalem. **Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard carried into exile the rest of the people who were left
in the city and the deserters who had defected to the king of Babylon—
all the rest of the population. *’But the captain of the guard left some of
the poorest people of the land to be vinedressers and tillers of the

soil. *The bronze pillars that were in the house of the Lord, as well as
the stands and the bronze sea that were in the house of the Lord, the
Chaldeans broke in pieces, and carried the bronze to Babylon. *“They
took away the pots, the shovels, the snuffers, the dishes for incense, and
all the bronze vessels used in the temple service, *°as well as the firepans
and the basins. What was made of gold the captain of the guard took
away for the gold, and what was made of silver, for the silver. °As for
the two pillars, the one sea, and the stands, which Solomon had made for
the house of the Lord, the bronze of all these vessels was beyond
weighing. *'The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and on it
was a bronze capital; the height of the capital was three cubits;
latticework and pomegranates, all of bronze, were on the capital all
around. The second pillar had the same, with the latticework. **The
captain of the guard took the chief priest Seraiah, the second priest
Zephaniah, and the three guardians of the threshold; **from the city he
took an officer who had been in command of the soldiers, and five men
of the king’s council who were found in the city; the secretary who was
the commander of the army who mustered the people of the land; and
sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the

city. “’Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them, and brought them
to the king of Babylon at Riblah. ?*The king of Babylon struck them



down and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah
went into exile out of its land.

’He appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam son of Shaphan as governor over
the people who remained in the land of Judah, whom King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had left. “Now when all the captains of the
forces and their men heard that the king of Babylon had appointed
Gedaliah as governor, they came with their men to Gedaliah at Mizpah,
namely, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah son
of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah son of the

Maacathite. **Gedaliah swore to them and their men, saying, “Do not be
afraid because of the Chaldean officials; live in the land, serve the king
of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.” *’But in the seventh month,
Ishmael son of Nethaniah son of Elishama, of the royal family, came
with ten men; they struck down Gedaliah so that he died, along with the
Judeans and Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. °Then all the
people, high and low and the captains of the forces set out and went to
Egypt; for they were afraid of the Chaldeans. ’In the thirty-seventh year
of the exile of King Jehoiachin of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the
twenty-seventh day of the month, King Evil-merodach of Babylon, in the
year that he began to reign, released King Jehoiachin of Judah from
prison; “°he spoke kindly to him, and gave him a seat above the other
seats of the kings who were with him in Babylon. *°So Jehoiachin put
aside his prison clothes. Every day of his life he dined regularly in the
king’s presence. *°For his allowance, a regular allowance was given him
by the king, a portion every day, as long as he lived.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!

Poetry O God, Why Are You Silent
(For music see Hymn 703 in the Red Hymnal)

1. O God, why are you silent?
I cannot hear your voice;
the proud and strong and violent
all claim you and rejoice;
you promised you would hold me
with tenderness and care.
Draw near, O Love, enfold me,
and ease the pain I bear.

2. My hope lies bruised and battered,
my wounded heart is torn;



my spirit spent and shattered
by life’s relentless storm;

will you not bend to hear me,
my cries from deep within?
Have you no word to cheer me
when night is closing in?

3. Through endless nights of weeping,
through weary days of grief,
my heart is in your keeping,
my comfort, my relief.
Come, share my tears and sadness,
come, suffer in my pain,
oh, bring me home to gladness,
restore my hope again.

4. May pain draw forth compassion,
let wisdom rise from loss;
oh, take my heart and fashion
the image of your cross;
then may | know your healing
through healing that I share,
your grace and love revealing,
your tenderness and care.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, copyright 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. J. S. Bach, 1685-1750

Gospel Acclamation (Psalm 24:10)
C: Alleluia. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the
King of glory. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading John 14:25-31a

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples] T have said these things to you while I am
still with you. “°But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that |
have said to you. ?’Peace | leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled,
and do not let them be afraid.

%Y ou heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’
If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because




the Father is greater than 1. 2?And now | have told you this before it
occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. 1 will no longer
talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no
power over me; *'but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the
world may know that | love the Father.

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day All Are Welcome
(For music see Hymn 641 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain: All are welcome,
all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain

3. Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:
a banquet hall on holy ground
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain

4. Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone



to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they’ve known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God’s face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain

5. Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Copyright 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.

Response to the Word
A: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised

Holy Spirit.

A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;



C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

A: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace.

Special Music

T PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. These four petitions
will be read by people in the congregation:

God of lands and seas, continue your care for your creation. Where
human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we ask you to heal
and renew your earth. Preserve the lands from fire and storm. Protect the
sources of food that your creatures need for life. Lord in your mercy...
C: Hear our prayer.

God of open arms, make Christians into signs of your gracious welcome,
to both members and newcomers, whether meeting physically or
digitally. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools,
confirmation classes and youth ministries, and nurture new ventures for
education and growth. Be with the missionaries we support: the Rev.
Matthew Nickloff and the Rev. Karen Anderson. Lord in your mercy...
C: Hear our prayer.

God of our homeland, visit the American cities that are addressing local
racism. Stand with both protesters and police, that civil society may be
preserved and improved. Bring both healing and justice to our land.
Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.



The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

T  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: Nurturing God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Bless you and lead you into the ways of truth and life.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Praise to You, O God of Mercy
(For music see Hymn 208 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Praise to you, O God of mercy;
thanks be to you forever!
Raising high the weak and lowly:
thanks be to you forever!

2. From of old you loved and sought us:
thanks be to you forever!
Truth and justice you have taught us:
thanks be to you forever!
Strong is your faithfulness,



strong is your love,
rememb’ring your covenant of life with us.

3. Praise to you, O God of mercy;
thanks be to you forever!
Raising high the weak and lowly:
thanks be to you forever!
Thanks be to you forever!

Text and Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950, copyright 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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