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King Josiah Destroying the Idols of Baal by Gustave Dore

King Josiah’s Faithfulness
September 6, 2020  10:30 Holy Communion

King Josiah’s reforms were wide sweeping. When a copy of the lost law
of Moses is found Josiah becomes even more adamant in his efforts to
purify the nation. Nevertheless, the prophetess Huldah tells him that
God’s wrath will not be stopped. Despite this Josiah continues to be
faithful. Today we read about a Passover celebration he initiates and
also the tactical military mistake he makes which results in his death at a
young age.

Welcome to worship today!
We are worshipping both in-person and online today. Everything you
need for worship is included in this bulletin. For those in the sanctuary
please remember to fill out the attendance sheet so that contact tracing
can be done if necessary.



7  GATHERING

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and
sustains us and all of creation.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.

P: Faithful God,
C: have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you,
through Jesus the Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death
and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus the Christ. Led
by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the
world.

C: Amen

Gathering Hymn Gather Us In

(For music turn to Hymn 532 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Here in this place new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2. We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face;
we have been sung throughout all of hist’ry,



called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
gather us in, the proud and the strong;
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,

give us the courage to enter the song.

3. Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away—
here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text and music: Marty Haugen; copyright 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray:

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in
all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your
holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

T WORD T

First Reading 2 Chronicles 35:16-27

1630 all the service of the LORD was prepared that day, to keep the
passover and to offer burnt offerings on the altar of the LORD, according
to the command of King Josiah. ' The people of Israel who were present
kept the passover at that time, and the festival of unleavened bread seven
days. No passover like it had been kept in Israel since the days of the




prophet Samuel; none of the kings of Israel had kept such a passover as
was kept by Josiah, by the priests and the Levites, by all Judah and Israel
who were present, and by the inhabitants of Jerusalem. *°In the
eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this passover was kept.

2After all this, when Josiah had set the temple in order, King Neco of
Egypt went up to fight at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went
out against him. 2!But Neco sent envoys to him, saying, “What have I to
do with you, king of Judah? | am not coming against you today, but
against the house with which I am at war; and God has commanded me
to hurry. Cease opposing God, who is with me, so that he will not
destroy you.” 22But Josiah would not turn away from him, but disguised
himself in order to fight with him. He did not listen to the words of Neco
from the mouth of God, but joined battle in the plain of Megiddo. >*The
archers shot King Josiah; and the king said to his servants, “Take me
away, for I am badly wounded.” 2So his servants took him out of the
chariot and carried him in his second chariot and brought him to
Jerusalem. There he died, and was buried in the tombs of his ancestors.
All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. ®Jeremiah also uttered a
lament for Josiah, and all the singing men and singing women have
spoken of Josiah in their laments to this day. They made these a custom
in Israel; they are recorded in the Laments. Now the rest of the acts of
Josiah and his faithful deeds in accordance with what is written in the
law of the LORD, #’and his acts, first and last, are written in the Book of
the Kings of Israel and Judah.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!

Scripture Poetry Psalm 75 (read responsively)
A: We praise you, God,

and give you thanks.

You are present to us

as we tell your wonders.

C: “I, your God, choose the moment
to set things right.

A: Though earth and its people tremble,
I secure its foundations.

C: I say to the proud, stop boasting!
to the wicked, stop it!

A: Stop promoting yourselves,
pitting yourselves against the Rock.”

C: No help from east or west,



from desert or mountain,

A: for God alone judges,
levels some, raises others.

C: The Lord holds a foaming cup,
pours the wicked a heady wine;
they drain it to the dregs.

A: But | sing praise forever,
make music for the God of Jacob,

C: who breaks the power of the wicked
and strengthens the just.

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:7-18

"But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.
8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven
to despair; ®persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. *For while we live,
we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of
Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in
us, but life in you. **But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in
accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke” —we also
believe, and so we speak, **because we know that the one who raised the
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into
his presence. **Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the
glory of God. *So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is
wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. ’For this
slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, *®because we look not at what can be seen but at
what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot
be seen is eternal.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word the Lord

C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation (Psalm 24:10)
C: Alleluia. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the
King of glory. Alleluia.




Gospel Reading Luke 22:39-46

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 22" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

%9He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and
the disciples followed him. ““When he reached the place, he said to them,
“Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” “Then he withdrew
from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, **‘Father, if
you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be
done.” #*Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him
strength. **In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat
became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground. “*When he
got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping
because of grief, “and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up
and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.”

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day God Is Here
(For music see Hymn 526 in the Red Hymnal)

1. God is here! As we your people
meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure
what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit
into open minds and hearts.

2. Here are symbols to remind us
of our life-long need of grace;
here are table, font, and pulpit;
here the cross has central place.
Here in honesty of preaching,
here in silence, as in speech,
here, in new-ness and renewal,
God the Spirit comes to each.



3. Here our children find a welcome
in the Shepherd’s flock and fold;
here as bread and wine are taken,
Christ sustains us as of old.

Here the servants of the Servant
seek in worship to explore

what it means in daily living

to be-lieve and to adore.

4. Lord of all, of church and kingdom,
in an age of change and doubt,
keep us faithful to the gospel,;
help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day’s dedication,
all we have to give, receive,
we, who cannot live without you,
we adore you! We believe!

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, copyright 1979 Hope Publishing Company. Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991, copyright 1942,
re. 1970 Hope Publishing Company

Apostles’ Creed
P: Let us confess our faith with the Apostles’ Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



i PRAYER

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the
congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings. These four petitions
will be read by people in the congregation:

Bless the nations, O God. Frustrate the designs of dictators. Give to the
military a clear and moral purpose. Guide legislators, civil servants,
judges, and police toward the well-being of all. Infuse the coming
election season with honesty and integrity. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

Unite your church, O God. Give to all the baptized the gifts of
repentance and reconciliation. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships and
interracial cooperation among the churches. Guide the work of the
Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Be with
the missionaries we support: the Rev. Matthew Nickloff and the Rev.
Karen Anderson. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

Tend to all in need, O God. Assist all friends and family members who
are seeking restored relationships. Give community to the lonely and
welcome to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or
spirit. Lord in your mercy...

C: Hear our prayer.

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with messages of Christ’s peace.

Special Music



T MEAL Ar

Thanksgiving Prayer

P: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.

C: You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet,

nourish us with this rich food and drink,

and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. The pastor will bring a wafer to you and place it in your hands.
The communion assistant will follow with a tray of grape juice or wine. If you
need a gluten free option please tell the pastor.

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen

Post Communion Prayer

P: Let us pray...

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the
gift of Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us
now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the one we have
received; Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen




i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: Nurturing God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Bless you and lead you into the ways of truth and life.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
(For music, turn to Hymn 836 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

2. All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.

3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thineg;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!

©Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933; Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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